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ally helped to write. The student’ ability to reference docu- 
ments elevates the conversations and reminds the officials that 


the students’ information comes from official sources that are 
accessible to all citizens. 

After lunch, students gather back at the county com- 
missioners’ chambers for the highlight of the event, which 
is the mayoral exchange. County and municipal/city mayors 
are invited (Miami-Dade County has a county mayor and 
34 municipal/city mayors) to hear the students present their 
portfolios and action plans. The mayors sit in the commission 
dais, and the students go up and present their portfolios. They 
have four minutes to present and three minutes for follow-up 
questions from the mayors. The students love this exchange 
because it not only validates their hard work, but it gives them 
a sense of empowerment in their local government. They see 
that even 13 year olds have an opportunity to exchange ideas 
and proposals with the mayors of their communities, and 
that these ideas are being taken seriously. This exchange with 
the mayors has led to students being invited to present their 
action plans to city councils and organizations interested in 
their issue statement. The exposure for the program has been 
tremendous. City officials are now very familiar with Project 


SOCIAI 


Citizen, and give students full access to county government 
to help with their portfolios and action plans. They willingly 
visit students in their schools, and have even gone as far as 
providing bus transportation for students to visit them. 

On a final note, out of the mayoral exchange an opportu- 
nity has grown to collaborate with the city of Miami mayor's 
office. We are going to be working with them this year on the 
development of youth councils, which pull students from 
Miami high schools to work on an issue in their community 
(using Project Citizen as their textbook) and have them report 
directly to the city commissioners and mayor's office to try to 
resolve the problem. A student representative will even be 
nominated to sit on the city commission and vote on certain 
issues. We will now have a direct link between Project Citizen 
and the Miami mayor's office. It is very exciting, and we hope 


this program will be replicated in the other municipalities. & 
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